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wicks in the menorah? That way the oil would last the eight days naturally.
On a long winter night, the priests used to put in a big heavy wick, but on the
»/ short summer night;,\they would put in a thin wick. Why didn't the Maccabees v
just take a regular wick and put only an eighth of it in the oil every night?
They did not because they were afraid that a watered down flame would never

inspire the young people to continue.

Our youth must feel the full warmth of Judaism and feel its real light;
otherwise, they will not accept it. They will not renew their lives and
rededicate temples and Jewish institutions to perpetuate it. The future is the
most important dimension in Judaism because if we believe in the futureﬁvve will
act differently in the present. The Hellenistic Jews felt there was no future, and
they gave up. They even were willing to compromise basic Jewish principles.
If they would have believed in a Jewish future, they would never have done

this.

In our day, too, we have seen how certain groups have used all sorts of devious

means to discredit Jews who do believe in a Jewish future. We have read
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recently how even the Shin Bet employed provocateurs to discredit especially
the Bnai Akiba youth in Israel who were considered up to that time the finest
youth in Israel. Why did they do such a thing? It was not only undemocratic
and uncalled for, but it was very destructive of the Jewish future of Israel; but,
as in the days of the Maccabees, what is past is past. Just as the Maccabees .

—~were not interested in looking back but in looking toward the ﬁxmre,ﬂs’giéey

.~ Tashioned a policy which included all Jews, even those Jews who had lost heart

v/and had been willing to accept wel?i;htmus practices of Greek culture, so

should we.

In Judaism, we are taught not to look back. In fact, it is very difficult to even
do Teshuva if you are constantly looking back and ruminating over the past.
How can I be a good person? Look what I did to that person a year ago. Look
what I did to that person six months ago. Look how I used to mock my own
parents and was cruel to my wife and children. It is true that you should admit
what you have done and determine never to do it again, but the past is the past,
and you should concentrate on the future. As long as you do not repeat your

past mistakes, you should feel good about yourself and be happy about your
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future.

The same goes for the Jewish people. Chanukah teaches us there is renewal.
There is always a new generation. Jewish spirituality is out there for us to grab
onto. We are not interested in what some individuals or groups did in the past.
We are only interested in the future. Let these individuals and groups join us in
rededicating the temple and renewing Jewish spirituality so that the light and
flames of Jewish commitment and learning will grow even brighter and brighter.
Let the future color our acts of the present, and let them only be positive. May
we all, Jews of every stripe and opinion, work only toward Jewish unity and
greater Jewish commitment, understanding, warmth, and fellowship, so truly the
flame of Judaism will grow brighter and brighter every day.
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Time is very important in Judaism. We are a religion which revolves around
time. We know that if you are even one second late, you cannot light the
Shabbat candles. That's why we always list candle-lighting time for Shabbat
and holidays eighteen minutes before sunset so we will have a cushion. We
know, too, that a bris has to be made on the eighth day; if a bris is done earlier
than the eighth day, it is not a kosher bris. The baby will then have to have, at
a later date, a drop of blood drawn to give him a kosher bris. We know, too,
that every month we go outside to bless the new month, Kiddish Levanah.
However, if for some reason we are delayed more than fifteen days after the

start of the new month, we can no longer bless the new month.

We are constantly being made aware of time. We know that even in our daily
prayers we have to say Shema before a quarter of the day has passed. We
know that preferably we should say the evening Shema before midnight. Water
cannot touch flour for more than eighteen minutes if that flour is to be matza
and not leavened bread. We are constantly reminded of time throughout the day
by the earliest and latest times we can daven Shacharit, the morning prayers;
Mincha, the afternoon prayers; and Maariv, the evening prayers. Life has a

rhythm, and those who follow the Jewish religion live according to an almost
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preset thythm. Studies made of religious Jews in Israel have found that they
live a lot longer than non-religious Jews. This is probably because they live life

according to a set rhythm, and also because they have strong support groups.

We also know that one of the worst sins in Judaism is Bitul Zeman, wasting
time. In a certain sense, we are all nothing more than time clocks. In certain
\/ periods of our life, certain hormones turn on and we grow; latehomer
hormones turn on and we feel the need to start a family. Ever later, other
hormones turn on and we lose our power and strength; finally our hormone
processes cease and we die. We all live within time. Time is one commodity
we cannot purchase. Every time in life is special and unique, and we are called
upon to take advantage of the opportunities that youth, adulthood, middle age,
and old age afford us. Every period of life is special and unique and has its

special joys and special sorrows.

We all know that we live in the past and the present and the future. According
to Judaism, the most important of the three is the future. We know that the past

is important because life is based on the past. We know that the present is
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important because we can only act in the present. However, the future is most
important because it determines what our attitude to the past will be and what

we will actually do in the present.

Chanukah has been so arranged that it is our longest holiday. No other holiday
lasts eight days. Succot, from the Torah, is only seven days and so is Pesach,
but Chanukah, even in the land of Israel, is eight days. Chanukah always has at
least one Shabbat in it, and in many years, two Shabbatot. Chanukah also
always has in its midst Rosh Chodesh. We all know that we do not celebrate
Purim during the time when the events actually occurred. The same could have
also been true of Chanukah. The rabbis could have chosen another time of
year, as they did for Purim, to celebrate the events of Chanukah, but they did

not.

We know the Syrian-Greeks wanted to destroy the Jewish religion. They
especially banned the mitzvah of bris milah, circumcision; the mitzvah of
Shabbat; and the mitzvah of Rosh Chodesh, of declaring and blessing the new

moon. They did this because these three mitzvahs stood for the three main
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ideas upon which Judaism is based. The first ong,\' bris milah, circumcision,
whiok? sigaifies the ability o be different and to dond against the crowd; two,
the second, Shabbat, teaches us that spiritual things are more important than
material things; and, the third, Rosh Chodesh, teaches us that we can always
renew ourselves. We can always come back no matter what. Every month the
moon seems to disappear, but then it comes back. That's why the moon is

symbolic of Judaism - we can always come back.

That is also one of the reasons Chanukah is eight days, to remind us of the bris
milah, which must take place on the eighth day, unless, of course, the baby is
sick. It can never take place before the eighth day, and it is why there has to
be at least one Shabbat in Chanukah, and why Rosh Chodesh also has to be in
Chanukah. Chanukah is the holiday par excellence of Jewish renewal. After
all, we know exactly when the Temple was built, but there is no holiday in the
Jewish calendar for when the Temple was built and dedicated. However, we do
have the holiday of Chanukah when the Temple was rededicated. Anybody can
build a Temple when in the midst of a religious fervor, but can they rebuild the

Temple after their ardor has seemingly dissipated?
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Many Jews in the time of Antiochus IV felt that Judaism and Jewish culture
were much inferior to the Hellenistic religion and culture. In fact, they even
petitioned Antiochus to make Jerusalem a Greek city like Antioch. They
wanted to establish a gymnasium in Jerusalem which would include Greek
worship and Greek athletic events. These were always done in the nude and
which were part of Greek worship. There were even many Jews who went so
far to deny their Jewishness that they tried to reverse their circumcisions. The
high priesthood was up for sale. It was bought by a man named Menalaus who
was not even a Kohen. He told Antiochus he would pay more money than
anybody else for the privilege of being high priest. It looked like Judaism had
no future. These Jews assimilating to the Greek culture were, I am sure, proud
" of their past, but they said the Greeks had caught up with us. Nowwe Jews v
must be like them. No one thought it would be possible to rededicate the
Temple. Time was against the Jewish people. The trend was in favor of
assimilation, not in favor of greater dedication to Judaism and its principles.
Time was against us. Some Jewish forms might remain, but the inner spirit of
Judaism was flickering and going out, especially, they said, among the young

people.
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That's one of the reasons the rabbis stressed so much the miracle of the oil,
because this was also a metaphor for the Jewish flame which was almost
flickering out in the hearts and minds of especially the younger generation.
Almost everyone was convinced that there was not enough inner energy to keep
this flame burning until a new generation could arise who would restore this
flame to its full glory. This new generation is symbolized by the bris milah.
Could this generation persevere in spite of all the blandishments of the Greek
culture? How could they persevere strong enough and hardy enough to transmit
the flame of Judaism into the next generation? Could there be a renewal of
Judaism? After all, most people thought Judaism was deagg|like the moon, it —
had disappeared. Could Jewish spirituality, symbolized by the Shabbat, once

again seize the imagination of the Jewish people?

That's why the Maccabees felt they had to light the Chanukah menorah

immediately. After all, why didn't they just wait another eight days until they

could get the oil? Also, why didn't they do what was always done in the
+/ Temple? The menorah had to burn all night. In the wintey.the nights are long; +~
/ in the summey}the nights are short. Why didn't the Maccabees just adjust the
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